THE  INTERMEDIATE YEARS

opportunity for conversation, she remained standing in
front of me, while I was in the crowd, and began a con-
versation about German politics, which the King, who was
with her, tried for some time in vain to bring to an end.
The conduct of both royal personages an this and other
occasions proved that at that time there was a difference
of opinion between them as to the treatment of the Ger-
man question; I conjecture that Count Bernstorff was not
congenial to her Majesty. The King avoided talking poli-
tics with me, probably because he feared that relations with
me would cause him to be regarded in a reactionary light.
This anxiety prevailed with him as late as May 1862, and
even September of that year. He thought me more fanati-
cal than I was. Probably his remembrance of my criticism
of the capacity of the new cabinet, before my departure
for St. Petersburg, had some influence with him.1

The summons to Prince Adolf of Hohenlohe-Ingel-
fingen, in March 1862, to take the post of President of
the Ministry as substitute for Prince Hohenzollern already
suggested a sort of ministerial bill-jobbing calculated on an
early date of maturing. The Prince was clever, amiable,
entirely devoted to the King, and had taken part in our
home politics, in a somewhat dilettante fashion, it is true,
but still more ardently than most of his compeers of the
old imperial nobility. Physically, however, and perhaps
also intellectually, he was not equal to the post of Minister-
President, and when I saw him in May 1862 he tried
purposely to strengthen this impression of mine by conjur-

1 See page 230.
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